
 

 

 
HIGHLIGHTS: JANUARY 2021 

 Wisconsin businesses exported $1,859,069,296 worth of products during the first month of 2021. That was 
13.56% more than in January 2020, but 2.6% less than the monthly total in December 2020.Total U.S. exports 
were down by 1.15% compared to January 2019. Only 10 states saw a larger percentage increase between 
January 2020 and 2021. Wisconsin ranks #19 among the 50 states in exports.  
 

 Switzerland breaks into Wisconsin’s top five export destinations thanks to a nearly $60 million jump in 
purchases of aviation and aerospace equipment. Wisconsin’s exports of medical and scientific instruments to 
Switzerland also grew by 431.9%.  With $18.9 million worth of vaccines being shipped from Wisconsin to 
Belgium (compared to $0 in January 2020), total exports to Belgium grew by 75.05% and the country ranks #7. 
 

 While the major jump in aviation and aerospace exports, Wisconsin’s #6 export category, was due to 
shipments to just Switzerland, the industrial machinery category expanded by $27.2 million due to increased 
shipments across a number of countries and product subcategories.  Bulldozers, graders and scrapers grew 
by 221.5%, harvesting machines grew by 47.2% and heat-treating equipment grew by 103.0%.  Exports of 
paper products, which primarily go to Canada, declined by 11.1%. 
   

 Total Wisconsin imports increased by 7.4% in January 2021 compared to January 2020. Industrial machinery, 
the largest category of Wisconsin’s imports, grew by 34.9%. China is the source for the largest volume of 
industrial machinery imports. Vietnam now places second among import sources, after a 2,133.1% increase. 

TOP EXPORT DESTINATIONS: JANUARY 2021 

 

TOP EXPORT PRODUCTS: JANUARY 2021 

DATA SOURCE 
The U.S. Census Bureau is the official source for U.S. export and import data, including data by individual state.  WEDC subscribes to WISERTrade, an online service from the World Institute for 
Strategic Economic Research in Leverett, MA, that converts the raw Census data into a more user-friendly format, http://www.wisertrade.org/ 

 
 

COUNTRY 2021  2020  %Δ ’20-‘21 2010  %Δ ’10-‘21 

Canada $546,687,524 $513,821,340 6.40% $396,706,509  37.81% 

Mexico $230,023,724 $232,117,546 -0.90% $144,787,049  58.87% 

China $134,989,851 $86,985,673 55.19% $81,505,736  65.62% 

Japan $71,066,479 $63,529,637 11.86% $63,019,512  12.77% 

Switzerland $69,534,301 $5,336,782 1,202.93% $3,038,730  2,188.27% 

Other Countries $806,767,417 $735,294,913 9.72% $676,818,676 19.20% 

TOTAL $1,859,069,296 $1,637,085,891 13.56% $1,365,876,212  36.11% 

 COUNTRY 2021  2020  %Δ ’20-‘21 2010  %Δ ’10-‘21 

Industrial Machinery $459,085,540 $431,932,099 6.29% $471,114,637  -2.55% 

Electrical Machinery $184,270,741 $184,824,461 -0.30% $157,761,750  16.08% 

Med./Sci. Instruments $164,270,787 $144,663,388 13.55% $134,875,382  21.79% 

Transport. Equipment $127,592,021 $108,726,804 17.35% $69,581,656  83.37% 

Plastics Products $118,014,465 $92,926,894 27.00% $56,274,611  109.71% 

Other Products $805,835,742 $674,012,245 19.56% $476,268,176 69.20% 

TOTAL $1,859,069,296 $1,637,085,891 13.56% $1,365,876,212  36.11% Percentage 2020 WI Exports 
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